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Magellan's expedition might still mean to their own Indian
monopoly if any of the survivors should reach Spain, promptly
took the thirteen members of the crew prisoner and demanded
that the Vittoria surrender on pain of being sunk. But del Cano,
who seems to have been a man of parts, immediately hoisted
sail and, with his exhausted and starving men, made for the
safety of the open sea.

Two months later thirty-one out of the two hundred and
seventy-five men who three years before had so confidendy
taken service with Magellan returned to the harbour of San
Lucar to tell the tale of their disaster and their triumph,

Ever since the world has been debating upon the merits or
lack of merits of Dom Fernando Magellan. He was undoubtedly
a man of great personal courage, and on occasion he could be
as brutal as a skipper had to be in those days if he ever hoped to
get anywhere at all with the ruffians and gaolbirds who, having
been offered a choice between the gallows and the sea, had
chosen the latter. But his voyage added very litdc to the sum-
total of the world's geographical knowledge. The existence of
the Pacific Ocean had already been proved by Balboa, though
it had remained for Magellan to give that sea its name. The
Moluccas had long before been explored by the Portuguese. So
had the road from India to Europe by way of the Cape of Good
Hope. Magellan's main achievement, therefore, lay in the fact
that from the year 1522 on it was no longer possible for the theo-
logians to insist that the world was as flat as a pancake. They
were now forced to concede that it was as round as a cannon-
ball.

To console themselves the good clerics thereupon found great
pleasure in accusing Magellan's comrades of having eaten meat
on Fridays and having celebrated Easter on a Monday instead
of a Sunday. And in this charge of impiety the Church was
undoubtedly right, though we can hardly say that the sailors
had committed a wilful offence. On their trip the White Man
had for the first time come in contact with the perplexing